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this spirit opens, as has been said, a new chapter in the
history of womanhood.

6. Women are free to enter cultural and intellectual
life. As we have seen, they share equal opportunities for
education both in school and colleges. At work, hours of
labour are short. Work becomes lighter as machinery
grows in efficiency. Pay is high. Domestic drudgery is
minimized. Children are tended. The Soviet Union has
offered women a new chance for cultural pursuits, and
they have seized it. It is women who help to swell to
such astronomical figures that demand for literature which
promises to make the Soviet Union the most literate
country in the world.

Few escape the contagion. I shall not soon forget the
group of old women I suddenly came across in Odessa
struggling eagerly with pothooks, learning late in life how
to read and write. It is calculated that there is one learner
for every two inhabitants in the U.S.S.R.

Soviet women's journals receiving correspondence from
working women, peasant women and women workers of
all ages, in all parts of the Soviet Union, are revealing the
inner growth and originality of the new Soviet women.
Poems, stories, sketches, pour in. A new type of folk
poetry is developing, rather American in style, with the
realism and speed of the machine age.

But also an old style, the original Russian epic style, is
drawn out of its long obscurity and cherished in a proper
spirit. Old Marya Krivopolyenova, all of a piece with her
native countryside in the neighbourhood of Archangel,
who was discovered at the age of seventy-two tramping
from village to village singing her unique national poems,
has now been brought to light and captures the city
crowds by her consummate natural art. The speech of
Russian folk-lore is being committed to writing by hundreds
of women.

In literature women take their place. In the arts, too.
It has been noticed, in sculpture, that women's work tends
to be more forceful, more robust, than men's; the men's
statues tend to be life-size or less, and generally in white
marble; the women's tend to more than life size, and are